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At 5:30 p.m. June 11, more 
than 120 human-powered 

boats departed the Thea Foss 
Waterway at the start of  the 
SEVENTY48 race. Their goal 
was to paddle 70 miles to Port 

Townsend in 48 hours or less, 
hence the race’s name. 

At noon the following day, 
a half  dozen paddle boards, 
kayaks and one rowboat could be 
found pulled up on the Port of  

Kingston’s SaltAir Beach. Taking a 
break after an exhausting all-night 
paddle, some of  the contestants 
went up into the village for lunch, 
others napped and at least one was 
refreshing the bandage wraps on 
the fingers of  both hands. 

They knew there was no 
chance of  winning; the winning 
team had crossed the finish line 
hours earlier. For this determined 
group, winning just meant 
finishing the grueling race.

“It’s fun. A really great group 
of  people,” said the bandaged 
paddler. 

“And really hard,” chimed in 
another.

“We’ve been fighting the wind 
and waves since we  started,” 
agreed another. 

They all said they liked 
Kingston and the white 
sands of  the Port’s 
SaltAir beach. 

“Kingston’s a great  
place to stop,” said Bill 
Wessinger, a.k.a. Team Muskrat, 
from Portland Oregon. 

Then, as if  by unspoken 
command, the other paddlers 
began putting back out to sea. So, 
he climbed back into his boat, 
shipped his oars, and started to 
row.

The sky was still overcast, the 
wind was still blowing, and he still 
had 24.6 miles left to go.

Learn more about the race at www.
seventy48.com.

SEVENTY48 racers come ashore, 
rest, on SaltAir Beach in Kingston

SEVENTY48 racer William Wessinger from Portland, Oregon rows ashore in 
“Muskrat” a wooden Shearwater dinghy he built himself.               Terryl Asla

FAST FERRY DOCK ON COURSE FOR COMPLETION
Kitsap transit and the Port of  

Kingston have officially signed the 
agreement regarding the passenger 
ferry terminal at the Port. The 
contract was approved in principle 
by both parties last April.

During that time, work has 
progressed on the renovation of  
the passenger terminal. Low bidder 
on the project was Homeland 
Construction at $287,000 plus tax.

The passenger terminal should 
to be completed  by mid-July. Plans 

call for the ferry dock barge to be 
towed to Foss Maritime in Seattle 
where it will undergo about 
$600,000 in repairs and upgrades.

The passenger terminal and 
barge should be ready for service 
Sept. 1. Kitsap Transit anticipates 
the ferry, MV Finest, will be ready 
to enter service in late October.

Right: As of mid-June, passenger 
terminal sported a new roof and siding.
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NEW PORT 
WEBSITE AIMS 
TO ATTRACT 
FERRY RIDERS
Four million vehicles ride the 

Kingston ferry every year and 
the Port of  Kingston has created a 
new website just for the drivers and 
passengers in those vehicles. 

www.Kingstonwa.com
The website went 
online June 1. the    
aim is to motivate                   
ferry riders to                      
stop and     
discover     
what 

                              
                                           Kingston   
                offers. 

       “Being 
    located where 
  we are, and 
                 owning what we 
    do, we think the Port 

is in an ideal situation to help 
capture that business,” said Port of  
Kingston Executive Director, Jim 
Pivarnik. 

For information, email Terryl Asla, 
terrya@portofkingston.org, 360-908-
7934.
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